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	Friday 7th & Saturday 8th August  2026



Designer Gardens Competition
Notes for Competitors and Judging Criteria

Design: Taunton Flower Show encourages garden and landscape designers to provide their own ideas for an interesting and stimulating range of themes that will attract public interest in the Designer Gardens. 
It will be expected that the finished exhibits will demonstrate the highest standard of horticultural practice. Careful planning is required to ensure that the plant material selected is relevant to the chosen theme. The exhibit should contain within it a Title Plaque – but this should not dominate the garden. Other signs (giving details of designer, sponsor etc) may be displayed, but not until after the judging is completed.
Maximum space on each Designer Garden site will measure no more than 4m x 5m, generally in “portrait format”,  though we will consider designs in “landscape format” but this must be indicated on the application form. There will normally be a minimum of 1m gap between the Designer Gardens. 
Any boundary walls or fences should not exceed a height of 1.2 metres above ground level at the front, or for the first 2.5 metres at the sides. The rear portion of a side wall or fence should not exceed a height of 2.5 metres above ground level. Rear walls, fences, or trees and structures within the garden, should not exceed a height of 2.5 metres above ground level.

Entry Forms to be submitted by Tuesday 31st March. Entries will be accepted on a first come, first served basis, so early applications are encouraged.
Design Brief: Competitors are required to submit a scale drawing of their proposed layout, preferably in A4 format, but no larger than A3. It should show details of all features.. This must be accompanied by a résumé of 150-200 words, explaining the rationale, and a full list of plant material to be used (including botanical names). Competitors must submit their design, résumé and plant list to the Designer Garden Competition Coordinator by Sunday 31st May. This is to ensure that details of each entry can be included in the Show Programme and in Taunton Flower Show social media posts.
Once the design brief is received the first instalment of Show sponsorship (see below) will be paid, and copies of the design briefs will be sent to the judges. 
Sponsorship: The Show offers sponsorship of up to £500 to every competitor towards the cost of creating their Designer Garden. This can be in addition to any sponsorship the entrant may obtain separately. The Show sponsorship money must be channelled back into the garden and is for materials, waste disposal etc. Applications for sponsorship must be indicated on the Designer Garden Entry Form. A first instalment of £250 will be paid after receipt of the design brief. Payment of the remaining £250 is subject to the garden achieving a Silver medal or above and will be paid, with any medal award money (see below), before the show closes. Bronze medals and no award gardens will not receive the second £250. 
Complimentary Trade Stand: The Show offers every competitor a trade stand (3m x 3m), free of charge, for their own use, or by their supplier or sponsor. If the competitor is designing a show garden on behalf of a charity, that charity may use the trade stand to promote their work. Should a competitor wish to offer the free trade stand to a charity or any other organisation we ask you refer this to the DG Coordinator before making firm arrangements with that charity or organisation. Competitors who take up the offer of the free stand must ensure that both the Designer Garden and the trade stand will be staffed throughout the show. This is particularly important as, while the Designer Gardens are located in the arena area, the complimentary trade stands will be located elsewhere in the Showground and may be some distance away. If the trade stand is to be used by a plant supplier it will be located in the Plant Village, an outdoor area where other horticultural traders are located. 

The trade stand holder’s details will be included, free of charge, in the list of Traders in the Show Programme and on the Show website. The trade stand holder will receive 2 show entry passes and 1 off-site parking pass. (These passes are in addition to those which the Designer Garden competitor receives - see below). The trade stand holder may purchase additional passes, if required. For an additional charge the trade stand holder may place an advert in the Show Programme. 
Application for a complimentary trade stand must be indicated on the Designer Garden Entry Form. The Designer Garden Competition Coordinator will pass that request to the Show Manager who will provide the application form and all relevant documentation and set the deadline for its completion. This will assist showground planning, and for the trade stand holder’s details to be included in the Show Programme and website.  
Passes and Show Programmes: Each Designer Garden competitor will receive 6 show entry passes, 3 off-site parking passes and 2 programmes free of charge. Additional passes and programmes may be purchased. (Note that children aged 17 and under are admitted free, when accompanied by an adult). The entry and parking passes are only required on the two show days not during the construction period,.
Health & Safety: All competitors will be required to complete a Hazard Review Form. This will be provided by the Show Manager once the completed Designer Garden Entry Form is received. During the construction of the Designer Gardens competitors must enclose large power machinery, such as saw benches, within temporary fencing to safeguard other workers and exhibitors moving around the showground.
Electricity Supply: An electricity supply for each Designer Garden can be provided free of charge during the preparatory period and the Show. All electrical equipment must be used and installed in a safe manner, and must display a valid PAT test certificate. Requests for an electricity supply must be indicated on the Designer Garden Entry Form. Competitors who request an electricity supply will then be asked by the Show Manager to complete an Electricity Order Form providing details of the equipment to be used. This will be used by the Show Electrician to compile his plan.
Water Supply: Available via standpipes nearby, free of charge.
Compost: Information to be confirmed.
Designer Garden Sites: We have to work within the limitations of a public park. The competition area faces south and west. It slopes slightly from rear to front and parts of it are uneven. Competitors should be prepared for this. No excavation is permitted nor is turf to be removed. All sites must be reinstated at the end of the Show so it is recommended that competitors protect their sites with a membrane or similar. Competitors are also required to provide a membrane or similar to protect the area immediately in front of their site during the construction period, particularly during wet weather. Pegs, such as those used for marquees or to hold retaining boards for raised beds, are allowed. There are mature trees in the area which may be adjacent to some of the individual Designer Gardens and will cast shade. Competitors must ensure that they do not damage the trees. 
Competitors will be notified of the position of their Designer Garden within the competition area a few days before the preparation period.
Preparation of Designer Gardens: The sites will be available to start construction from 10.00am on Monday 3rd August 2026. Preparation of the Designer Gardens must be complete, with the adjacent area cleared, by 7.45am on Friday 7th August so that it is ready for the judging to commence at 8.00am.
Judging: Judging will start at 8.00am on Friday 7th August. It will take approximately 2 hours. The judges will already be in possession of the entry conditions and the competitors’ briefs. During the course of their assessment and judging, the judges will give credit in ALL sections (with a potential maximum of 100 marks), with special relevance to the design and résumé submitted: 
1. Design and Realisation, the quality of the design and how closely the garden adheres to the brief (up to 30 marks)
2. The planting scheme (to include juxtaposition of plants) (up to 25 marks)
3. Quality of plants (free of pest and disease/damage) (up to 25 marks)
4. Quality and use of materials, structures and other accessories (up to 20 marks)
Medals & Awards: A perpetual trophy will be awarded for the best Designer Garden. All the gardens will be eligible for Medals which will be accompanied by monetary awards as follows: Large Gold £600, Gold £500, Silver Gilt £400, Silver £300 and Bronze £200. 

The announcement of the results and the presentation of the Cup and Medals will take place at 10.30am on Friday 7th  August in the Designer Garden area, after which the judges will speak to each competitor informally. The monetary awards will be paid before the show closes at 5.00 pm Saturday 8th August.
Judges’ Decisions: The decision of the judges on the relative merits of the Designer Gardens shall be final. If a competitor wishes to comment formally on the judging, a written report must be made to the Show Manager by 1.00pm on Friday 7th August. 

People’s Choice Award: Once the perpetual trophy and Medals have been presented on Friday 7th August, visitors to the Show will be invited to vote for their favourite Designer Garden – the People’s Choice Award. Voting will close at 2pm on Saturday 8th August. The winner will be announced in the Designer Garden area at 3.30pm and will be presented with a certificate recording their success.
Plant Sell Off: Competitors may sell off plants etc from 4.00pm on Saturday 8th August. This is one hour before the show closes and is the same time as exhibitors/traders elsewhere in the Show can start to sell off plants. The Show PA will announce the start of the sell-off.
Clearance of Designer Gardens: Site clearance must not start until the show closes at 5.00pm on Saturday 8th August. Vehicles will be allowed into the showground as soon as possible after the show closes, but only when the Showground staff decide it is safe. All materials, including compost, must be removed by the evening of Monday 10th August, unless previously agreed with the Designer Garden Coordinator. 
Security: The showground will be closed to the public continuously between Monday 3rd August until Monday 10th August. During this period the Show will provide security guards in the showground each night, from 6.00pm until 8.00am. At other times the Showground Organiser and his team will be present. However, competitors should be aware that, in accordance with Taunton Flower Show’s Regulations (see website), responsibility for their Designer Garden and their equipment rests with the competitor.
Anne Kearle

Taunton Flower Show Activities Director 
& Designer Garden Coordinator

Tel: 07963746723

Email: dg@tauntonfs.co.uk


TFS DG Notes to Competitors & Judging Criteria 2026
1
TFS DG Notes to Competitors & Judging Criteria 2026
2

[image: image1.emf]